
TIPS FOR ACADEMIC SUCCESS 
To ensure your student’s success, please review the tips offered below. While they won’t guarantee 
success, they will certainly help! 
 

1. WMS Planner: Your student will receive a free planner the first week of school. Make sure your student 
has a school planner and uses it to record their assignments, including homework, every day. Staying 
organized is the greatest challenge for middle school students. In middle school and high school 
homework isn’t organized for them, so they must organize it effectively themselves. Using the planner 
every day is essential for a student to succeed. 

2. Daily Planner Checks: Some students need closer monitoring, and daily planner signatures work great 
for this. The student simply writes the day’s homework down in their planner and they ask for a teacher’s 
signature this lets you know that your student correctly wrote the homework assignment down in their 
planner. You can check the planner and see if they have truly finished their homework. 

3. Weekly Backpack checks:  You and your student should work together to come up with a system to 
keep their backpacks clean and organized on a weekly basis.  Often a struggling student has papers 
everywhere and our unable to find homework, important forms, and items are easily are misplaced or 
lost.  Please check what is in there so that your student stays on top of their assignments and you don’t 
miss out on important information. 

4. Long Term Projects:  Too often students let big projects sneak up on them; then they try to get the 
project done in one night or one weekend. The results are stressful for the student, and the entire family. 
Make sure when they record long-term projects in their planner and breaking them down in to work 
sessions throughout the weeks prior to the due date. Time management is often one of the biggest 
hurdles for new middle school students, and your help will be essential in their success in life. 

5. Study Buddies: Make sure your student has several study buddies in each class. They should exchange 
phone numbers so they can support each other from home. We all forget sometimes, and calling or 
texting a friend about an assignment to get some clarification can be a real help. 

6. Homework Improvement Program: If your student needs a little extra help, have them attend 
Homework Improvement Program after school on Tuesday and Thursday. HIP is in Room 12. There is 
always one staff member and student tutors will be available to help. Students often use this time to work 
on projects, or get specific help on an assignment. 

7. Parent Portal:  Log onto the Parent Portal each week and view your academic progress. If you see a 
grade that you consider to be incorrect, make sure you contact the teacher and discuss the score. 

8. Danger of a Zero: Some students don’t hand in homework if it isn’t 100% completed and this is a big 
mistake. Getting 50% on an assignment because it is only partially finished is immensely better than 
getting a zero. It only takes a couple of zeroes to seriously hurt your student’s grade. Hand it in! 

9. Teacher Contact: If you are concerned about your child’s progress in a class, please contact the teacher 
right away. Our teaching staff can give you valuable insight into your child’s performance in class. 

10. Extra-Curricular: There is a direct correlation between students getting involved in school extra-
curricular activities and academic success. It’s not just good for their mind and bodies to be on the track 
team, but it places them in a high performing peer group. We also offer intra-murals every day during 
lunch. Encourage your child to get out there and burn off a few calories with their friends. 

11. Home: Having a designated space to do homework every day is very important. Students should do their 
homework as part of their daily routine. Talk with them daily about what homework they have, and how 
long they think it will take them to finish. You can help them schedule and plan what homework will be 
best to work on first. When they are finished, be sure to check for completion and praise them when 
they’ve done a good job. 

12. Counseling: When all else fails we can discuss what steps need to be taken to turn things around. 
Counselors are assigned according to the student’s last name. Mrs. Andersen A-L, Mrs. Kahmoson M-Z.   
You can email at kandersen@ogusd.org and kkahmoson@ogusd.org or call the counseling office at 542-
3322 and ask to speak with your student’s counselor. 
 
With your help many of these tips will become second nature by the end of the first quarter, and you can 
begin to back away a little. No matter how successful your child may become however, always stay 
involved in their lives. Many things outside the school day impact a student’s success, and if your student 
is struggling with an external issue please let the school know right away. Often a teacher, counselor or 
staff member can really help and offer your student support. Working together we will ensure our 
student’s success! 
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